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Grade 2MATHEMATICS

EssentialsWeek
by
Week WEEK

1

Investigations
Fill in a plastic jar with objects for students to
estimate “how many.”  Do this early in the
week then send a plastic jar home with the
letter in the To The Teacher section for next
week’s estimation.

Extension:  After everyone has had a turn,
send home a different size jar.

1

2

3

4Let’s Write
Write a story about how you would measure a
hallway or sidewalk at your school.      (2.01a)

$ ¢ $ ¢ $ ¢ $ ¢
Place six pennies on the overhead.  Have the
children write or tell the amount.

Extension:  Show additional amounts using
pennies.

Patterns, Patterns, Patterns
Penny, Nickel, Penny, Penny,

Nickel, Penny, Penny, Penny, Nickel, Penny,
Penny, Penny, Penny, Nickel . . .   How much
money so far?

(1.01e)

(1.01a)

What Do You Think?
There were four children on the playground.
How many legs were there?  Draw a picture.

Seeing Math
1. Count nine objects.  Is nine an

even or an odd number?

2. Count 24 objects.  Is 24

even or odd?  Show your

partner how you know.

3. Count 15 objects.  Is 15

even or odd?

4. Count 18 objects.  Is 18

even or odd? (1.06)
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Penny Power

Directions:  Place a penny on each dot.  Two players take turns picking up one or two
pennies.  The player who picks up the last penny wins!

(4.02)
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Keeping Skills Sharp

Solve this!
1- = ++ 23
4

1. 3 + 3 = ____ 2. 4 + 4 = ____

3.    7 4.       6
+ 7    + 6

5.  Count by fives 5, 10, 15, 20 ____

6.  How many sides are on a square?

7.         How many dots?

8.  Five children are on the bus.  Three more get on
     the bus.  How many children are on the bus?

The Teddy Bear  Drill Team is lining up for the parade.  The first bear is
yellow.  The second bear is red.  The third and fourth bears are blue.  The
fifth bear is yellow, and the sixth bear is red.  The seventh and eighth
bears are blue.  If the bears keep lining up in the same way, what color
will the fifteenth bear be?

(5.01)
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Grade 2

To the Teacher WEEK

Mental Math Keeping Skills Sharp
Directions to Students:  Number your paper from
1 to 10. Write your answers as the questions are called
out. Each question will be repeated only once.

For setting up a daily math calendar you may want to refer to Week 7.

The first week of school may be a good time to begin a math journal.  (Refer to Blackline Master
Burrito Books for journal-making directions).  There are many ways to make journals.  You may
choose to use spiral notebooks, folders, etc.  Children can record solutions to the problems (from
the Essentials) in the journal.

Investigations:
Send a note similar to this home with the estimation jar.

Dear Parent:
This is our “estimation jar!”  Please help your child make a collection of any items that
will fit in the jar.  All of the items need to be the same.  After the collection is made,
please help your child count and recount the items.  Your child is not to tell anyone
how many items are in the jar.  The class will estimate and count the items together.

Please be sure to have your child return this “jar” tomorrow.  It will be another
friend’s turn.  Thank you.

Seeing Mathematics:
Give students 20-30 counters (unifix cubes, beans, color tiles, etc.)  Call out the numbers.  The
students count out that amount and decide whether it is an even or an odd amount.  Children
could group objects by twos.  If every object has a partner it’s even.  If there is a “leftover” it’s
an odd number.

Solve This:
Children will need yellow, red and blue teddy bear counters.  Red, yellow and blue squares of
papers could be substituted for the counters.

Write the following numbers: Write the number that comes after:
1. 36   5. 64

2. 51   6. 73

3. 67   7. 45

4. 92   8. 26

  9. 75

10. 90

6 25

8 4

14 8

12                   5 + 3 = 8

1
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Grade 2MATHEMATICS

EssentialsWeek
by
Week WEEK

2

Seeing Math
Place 10 like counters on the overhead.  Briefly
show them, then cover. “How many?”

Show the counters again and cover.  Repeat the
question.  With the class, count objects by 1’s,
then 2’s, then 5’s.

Investigations
1

2

3

4

Let’s Write
Write a story about the number of socks
and shoes you would need for your
family..

What Do You Think?

(1.05)

(1.01e)

 Joanne has 15 pieces of candy.
Does she have an odd or  an even
number of pieces of candy?   How do
you know?

Roy has seven pennies.

Does he have an odd or an even
number of coins?

How do you know?

Investigate the different types of shoes
children are wearing.  Call children together
around a floor graph to discuss ways to sort
and classify shoes.  Arrange shoes on the floor
graph in ways suggested by the students.
After discussing the graph, have children
draw their shoe to use for a pictorial graph.

(4.01)

Patterns, Patterns, Patterns

✮ ✮ ● ❑ ✮ ✮ ● ❑ ✮
___ ___ ___ ___

(5.01)

$ ¢ $ ¢ $ ¢ $ ¢
Place a nickel and two pennies on the
overhead and have children count and record.

Repeat with additional combinations of
nickels and pennies.

(1.01a)

(1.06)
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Domino Derby

Materials:  One set of double six dominoes and a game board

Directions:  Place dominoes face down.  Players take turns drawing a domino.  If the sum
matches the player’s side of the game board, the student places it on the board.  If not, it is set
aside.  If it equals six, you lose your turn.  Winner fills his or her side first.

Player One:  Less than six  Player Two:  More than six

(1.01c)
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Keeping Skills Sharp

Solve this!
1- = ++ 23
4

1.      5 + 5 = ____ 2. 8 + 8 = ____

3. 2 4.    9
      + 2 + 9

5. 45, 50, 55, 60, ____

6. How many sides are on a rectangle?

7. How many dots?

Mrs. Jones dumped a load of clean socks on the table and sorted them
into piles.  She had four brown socks, three red socks, five blue socks,
and five black socks.

How many pairs of socks can she put in the dresser?

Which socks were lost?

Draw a picture to help you solve this problem.

8. Mary has five pairs of shoes in her closet.
How many shoes does she have?

(1.06)
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Grade 2

To the Teacher WEEK

Mental Math Keeping Skills Sharp
Directions to Students:  Number your paper from
1 to 10. Write your answers as the questions are called
out. Each question will be repeated only once.

Seeing Mathematics:
Any type of overhead counter can be used for this activity.  Another fun “counter” to display on
the overhead is seasonal confetti.  Confetti is available at most party stores.

Investigations:
Graphing provides opportunities to take children from concrete to pictorial to abstract
representations.

On a floor graph (shower curtain, garbage bag, etc.) have children gather and graph their shoes in
some way.  Floor graphs can be made by marking off squares with masking tape on a garbage
bag.  They can also be made by using electrical tape on a shower curtain or table cloth.

For the pictorial level have children write their names on a card and glue it on bulletin board
paper.

Make a third graph by having each child color in a square.  This abstract data display reflects the
same information as the concrete activity with the shoes.

Money, Money, Money:
Overhead money can be used or use the large coins in the Blackline Master money page.   A
blank copy is provided to use with other concepts.   Since second grade has a major focus on
money, now is the time to do a pre-assessment.  Using the money assessment recording sheets
provided, mark those children who are able successfully to complete the tasks noted at the top of
the sheet.  This can be done by observing the children during calendar math time, through simple
worksheets, center activities, or quick assessment conversations.  Mark and date as each child
makes progress.  The skills get progressively harder.

What Do You Think?
Students need many opportunities to explore even and odd numbers.   Using objects, students
can discover that when objects are paired even numbers always have a partner.  Students may
also discover that even numbers can always be divided into two equal groups.  Exploration of
even/odd numbers is important for second graders.

10 65

16 4

4 11

18 10

Write the number that comes after Write the number that comes
before

1. 8   5. 16

2. 5   6. 33

3. 25   7. 40

4. 11   8. 22

  9. 75

10. 99

2
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Recording  Sheet

Students
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Recording  Sheet

Students
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Recording  Sheet

Students
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Grade 2MATHEMATICS

EssentialsWeek
by
Week WEEK

3

Seeing Math

Investigations
Is there a “most popular” color?  Each student will
survey ten classmates and record their favorite color.
Have students graph their data.  The students
compare information shown on their graph.  Discuss
the results with the whole class.

Extension:  Ask family members their favorite colors.
Add the information to your graph.

Survey another second grade class and compare it to
your class.

1

2

3

4

Let’s Write
Write a story telling how you would spend
100¢

$ ¢ $ ¢ $ ¢ $ ¢
Question:  How much is your name worth?

What Do You Think?
Here is part of the number line.  Place the
following numbers where they belong:

33, 31, 37, 28.

<-------------------------------------->

(1.05)

(Review of 1st grade investigations)

Show each drawing briefly.  Have students
draw from memory.

Show once more and
allow them to adjust
their drawings.

“What did you see?”

   (Ask several
students.)

(Review Spatial Problem solving from 1st)

 A     B      C     D     E      F      G     H      I       J      K     L      M

   4¢     2¢   3¢    4¢    6¢    4¢    2¢    3¢    6¢     5¢    4¢    2¢    3¢

Extension:  Find the value of these words:

school________  name of town ___________

dog __________ teacher’s name __________

 N     O      P     Q     R      S      T      U      V     W    X     Y      Z

   4¢     6¢   4¢    2¢    3¢    4¢    5¢    4¢    2¢     3¢    4¢    6¢    4¢

(1.04)

(1.01c)

➔ ➔

(5.01)
27

Patterns, Patterns, Patterns
.

➔

➔

➔➔ ➔

➔

Provide three more temrs.
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Keeping Skills Sharp

Solve this!
1- = ++ 23
4

1. 8 + 1 = ____ 2. 3 + 1 = ____

3.    7 4.       9
+ 1    + 1

5. 77, 66, 55 _______

6.  How many sides are on two rectangles?

7.  Write the number that is 10 more than 34.

8.  Five friends are hungry for a snack.  If each child
     gets two cookies, how many cookies will they need
     all together?

Students lined up their dogs by length at the Dog Show.

Duke was 47 inches, Pepper was 15 inches, Jo was 50 inches and Jack
was 3 feet.

Write each dog’s name in its correct place.

__________ __________ __________ __________
first second third fourth

(1.01c)
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Grade 2

To the Teacher WEEK

Mental Math Keeping Skills Sharp
Directions to Students:  Number your paper from
1 to 10. Write your answers as the questions are called
out. Each question will be repeated only once.

3

Seeing Mathematics:
Teachers would need to draw the objects on the overhead or prepare a large card
with each picture.  After the children have had a chance to draw the picture, have
them discuss what they drew.  Try to get the children to be very specific with
detailed geometric vocabulary.

Investigations:
Before the students survey their classmates, the teacher should model how to
survey.  The teacher should provide students with graph paper.  Graph paper is in
the Blackline Masters.

Money, Money, Money:
Activity -- Post the money chart which shows the value of each letter.  Students
will snap together Unifix cubes into a long train equaling the value of the name.
(Example:  C = 3¢, A = 4¢, R = 3¢, L = 2¢).  Then ask the students to break the
train into tens and ones.  Use the calculator to check the answers.  Group the names
according to the prices such as under 20¢ or over 20¢.

Discussion:
Do names with the most letters always have the greatest value?  Why or why not?

  9 44

  4   8

  8 44

10 10

Write the number that comes before Write the number that is one more
than

1. 7 5. 38

2. 15 6. 17

3. 10 7. 50

4. 38 8. 75
                             Write the number that is ten more than

9. 37

                                    10. 44
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Grade 2MATHEMATICS

EssentialsWeek
by
Week WEEK

4

Investigations

How many buttons do we have in our class
today?

Have students estimate the number of
buttons worn on a particular day.

Next, students take one cube for each button
they are wearing.  Students connect the cubes
to form trains.  Create trains of ten for the
entire class.

Compare the results with the estimate.

1

2

3

4

Let’s Write

$ ¢ $ ¢ $ ¢ $ ¢
Show eight nickels on the overhead.

How much money do we have?

How can we count it?

Kevin has six nickels in his pocket.  How much
money does he have?

He adds three more nickels

Now, how much does he have?

Patterns, Patterns, Patterns
12, 14, 16, _____, _____, _____

(1.01a)

(5.01)

Write a story about a school bus that
makes five stops.  Tell about the first,
second, third, fourth and fifth stops.

(1.05)

(1.01e)

What Do You Think?
Write about the game Take Ten.

What did you learn?

What were the possible combinations of
ten?

(1.05)

Seeing Math

Draw two things that you see in the
room.  What shapes make up these
things?

Draw two things that you see on the
playground. What shapes make up
these things? (3.01)
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Take Ten
Materials:  Four sets of 0-10 cards and game board

Directions:  Lay the cards face up in four rows of three cards.  Add two cards to make a sum
of ten.  Remove the cards.  Player may continue as long as combinations can be made.
 At the end of a player’s turn, fill the empty spaces with cards from the deck.  The winner is
the player with the most cards.

(1.05)
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Keeping Skills Sharp

Solve this!
1- = ++ 23
4

1. 6 2. 4 3. 3 + 2 = _____
      + 7       + 5

4. 7 + 8 = _____

5. 81, 71, 61, 51, _____

6.  How many sides are on two triangles?

7.  What is the largest three-digit number Anna
     can make using these number tiles?

   5 2 0
6     1     8

8.  There are ten cars and four buses in the parking lot.
     How many vehicles in all?

The mini-bus is taking bears from the school to the fair.  Every time  a
bear rides the bus, the driver gets three pennies.  How many pennies
will the driver have when she takes four bears to the fair?
If the driver has 18 pennies, how many bears did she take to the fair?
Show how you solved the problem.

(1.05)
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Grade 2

To the Teacher WEEK

Mental Math Keeping Skills Sharp
Directions to Students:  Number your paper from
1 to 10. Write your answers as the questions are called
out. Each question will be repeated only once.

What Do You Think?
Extensions:
You may want to let children make combinations of ten using three cards.  For example 3 + 3 + 4

Game of the Week:
Take Ten:   Take Ten cards are in the Blackline Master section.

Let’ s Write:
 After students have written their stories they can act out the situations to solve the problems

Investigations:
This activity is a good review of place value groupings and a model for counting large numbers
of objects.

Seeing Mathematics:
Students can exercise the geometeric vocabulary they learned in earlier grades

13 41

  9   6

  5                        865

15 14

Write the number that is two more than:  Write the number that is one less than:
1. 9 5. 7

2. 3 6. 4

3. 6 7. 2

4. 5 8. 1
               Write the number that is ten more than:

9. 0

10. 8

4


